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By Jack Anderson 

A former insider has 
charged that the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency has provided 
the President with the mill 
tary wherewithal to wage his 
o\yn private wars around the 
world and is geared to fight 
"still new clandestine wars. 

■In a confidential memo to 
Rep. Herman Badillo (D-N.Y.) 
former CIA official Victor 
Marchetli makes these allega- 
tions: 

0 The White House has 
"used "vague phraseology 1 ’ in 
the law to build up a vast mili- 
tary arsenal and paramilitary 
force. Past presidents have or- 
dered the CIA to wage secret 
wars in Asia, Africa and Batin 
America without the tradi- 
tional constitutional safe- 
guards and congressional over- 
sight. 

e The CIA "has bought and 
sold air transport companies 
all over the' world” from the 
Congo .to Nepal, so the Presi- 
dent could, mount paramilitary 
operations almost anywhere. 
’Marchetli claims one such 
; company, Air America, "has 
grown so large, owning more 
•aircraft than, most major U.S. 
•airlines, that it was a source 




of embarrassment within the 
agency. A senior officer had to 
be assigned the full-time- job 
of keeping an eye on George 
Dole (the founder) in (he hope 
of cooling his fantastic bust 
ness success. in the Far East.” 

° Southern Air Transport, 
Miami-based firm, is also fin- 
gered by Marchetli as a CIA. 
subsidiary. "The sole purpose 
for the existence of SAT," he 
asserts, "is that the CIA be 
ready for the contingency that 
some day it will have- to ferry 
men and material to some 
Latin American country to 
wage a clandestine war.” 


Fire Fighters 
Marchetli also identifies 
l’ocky Mountain Air of Phoe-. 
nix as “one of the more color- 
ful companies owned by the 
CIA. “.This outfit specializes,” 
he says, “in training" and air- 
lifting parachutists, ostensibly 
for fire fighting purposes.” 
But he then points out that 
tire CIA has no need of fire 
fighting capability “unless it is 
to put out. military brush.fires 
south of the ■border." 

The CIA’s “air capabili- 
ties, its warehouses full of un- 
marked military supplies in' 
the Midwest, a secret demoli- 
tion training base in North 


Carolina, even a secret airbase- 
in Nevada, and its connections 
I with, international arms dcal- 
i/ing firms,” Marchetti charges, 
give the President' a formida- 
ble, secret war-making capa- 


bility. 

' A CIA spokesman acknowl- 
edged that Marchetti for- v 
merly held a position of trust 
at CIA headquarters. He re- 
signed several months ago to 
write a novel, "-The Rope. Dan- 
cer,” based on his CIA experi- 
ences, But he abandoned fic- 
tion recently to write a de- 
tailed background memo for 
Congressman Badillo", who has 
introduced legislation to re- 
strict the CIA to intelligence 
slathering .and to prohibit clan- 
' "destine wars. 

Dec.larse Marchetti:'. ‘“Air- 
ports and huge supply bases 
were secretly established up- 
country, close to the action. 
Arms and material were deliv- 
ered by the boatload from the 
CIA’s warehouses in the. Par 
East and tlin United States. 

"Guerrilla chieftains were 
recruited to lead the Meos, 
who would actually fight the 
war for the CIA. The govern- 
ment of Laos was placated 
and finessed into turning 
things over to the CIA opera- 


tors who could conduct the 
conflict. 

Swashbuckling Agents 

"The chief of station — the 
CIA’s top post in the field — 
during the crucial mid-GOs, 
was His previous assign- 

ment had been Berlin, where 
lie announced, to the CIA con- 
tingent there upon his arrival 
that he Intended ‘to tear down 
that blankety-blank wall.’ He 
was transferred to Laos before 
he had the opportunity to 
carry out his threat, in part 
because of his ferociousness, 
"He has been succeeded by 
— , former chief of station in 
the Belgiaii Congo. When 
things grew quiet there, he 
once dropped everything for a 
clandestine foray into the 
French Congo in hope of 
tracking down Che Guevara. 

"He failed. But. his fellow 
operators a couple of years 
later eventually caught up 
with the revoluitonary in Bo-; 
livia. t 

“These arc the. kind of men 
who have led the CIA in Laos, 
and the CIA has led the U.S. 
into another humiliating, inex- 
tricable international di- 
lemma,” f 

. Bell-McClurc-fiyndlc&t* 


STATINTL 



Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 100080001 -4 


